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Senate and the Speaker of the House of Repreinformation, except in cases arising in the

land or naval forces, or the militia when in
I pretended Government, authority, power, or
I i'.,;nn. ;,i,;n ti.. l ...i !..,

forfeiture to stay the collection nntiltheend
of the next session of the Legislature, and toLlc Witti&i Clarira.
remit forfeitures by and with the consent of
the Senate. In cases of treason he shall have
power to grant reprieves by and with the
eonsent of the Senate, but may respite the
sentence until the end of the next session of the
Legislature.

Sec. 11. There shall be a seal of the State
Kept by the uovernor, and used by him omci- -
all. mr.A l t.ll 1 tl, ureal seal or the state
r.t-- Xfi.aJ-oint- .i

Sec. 12. A4l" commissions shall be in the each other, in such manner as may be pre-na- me

and by the authority of the State of I scribed by law, and shall receive for their
Mississippi, be sealed with the great seal of
State, and signed by the Governor, and be at-
tested dv the secretary or state.

See. 13. All vacancies not provided for In
this Constitution shall be filled in such manner
as the Legislature may prescribe,

Sec. 14. There shall be a Lieutenant Govern
or, wno snail be elected at the same time, in
the same-manne- and for the same term, and
shall possess the same qualifications as the
Governor.

Sec. 15. ne shall, bv virtue of his office, be
President of the Senate. In Committee of the
Whole he may debate A?Jlfwhen there ian equal division the Senate, tourl1counties. S2&'2

V

Sec. 13. The State shall be divided Into
convenient Judicial Districts.

Sec. 14. Circuit Courts shall have original
junsmenon m ail matters, civil and criml
usj, wiiDin mis state; due in civil cases,
only, w hen the principal of the amount iu
controversy . exceeds one Hundred and liny
dollars.
. Sec.

.
15. A Circuit Court shall be heldV"" at,r; :

Id Courts Dir interchange circuits with

I services a compensation to be fixed oy law.
1 which Bhall not be diminished during their
I continuance iu omce.
I Sec. 16. Chancery Courts shall be estab--
lis bed in each county In the State, with full
jurisdiction in all matters of equity, and of
uivorce anu alimony ; in matters testanien
tary, and of administration in minor's busi
ness, and allotment of dower, and in cases
of idiocy, lunacy, and persons non-comp- os

mentis.
Sec. 17.. The Legislature shall divide the

beappoiu- -
ku ui urc niuic uniiuci uic uun vi tiie
Circuit Courts. Their qualifications shall
be regulated by law, end they shall hold
their ohice for the term of four years. They
shall hold a court in each county at least
four times in each year, and shall receive
such compensation as may be provided by
law.

Sec. 18. The style of all process ehall be,
"The State of Mississippi," and all prose
cutions snail be carried on in the name and
by the authority of The State of Mississippi,'
anu snail conciuae arainst tne peace ana
dignity of the same.'

Sec. 19. The Cleric of the Supreme Court
shall be appointed by said Court, lor the
term of four years, and the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, and the Clerk of the Chancery
Court, shall be elected by the qualified vo-
ters of their several counties, and shall hold
their Office for tne term of four years, and

1 . i t i 1 n . . n i i , . In'" uexiwomiD ouj. fivnuc uj jaw, wuui i

duties shall be performed by theclerks of
t.hA (Circuit and Chancery Conrta. during I

vacation, subject to the approval of Dv
unn,

Sec. 20. The qualified electors of each
county shall elect five persons, by districts.
for the term cr two years, who shall con
stltute a Board of Supervisors for each
county, a majority of whom may transact
business, which body shall have full i uris
diction over roaas, ierries, ana Drioges, and
shall order all county elections, to fill vacair-cie-s

that may arise in the offices of their
respective counties, and perform such other
duties as shall be provided by law. The
Clerk of the Chancery Court of each county
shall be Clerk of such Hoard or supervisors

Sec. 21. iso person shall be eligible as a
member of said Board who shall not have
resided one year in the county, but this
qualification shall not extend to such new
counties as may hereafter be established,
until one year after their organization, and
all vacancies that may occur in said Board
shall be supplied by election as aforesaid, to
tne unexpired term.

bee. 22. judges or an the cjourtsof this
Sta te. and all other civil officers, shall, by
virtue of their office, be conservators of the
peace, and shall be, by law, vested with
ample powers in that respect.

bee. 2J. A competent number of Justices
of the Peace and (.Constables shaU be chosen
in each county, by l&e qualified electors
thereof, by districts, who shall hold their
office for the term of two years. The juris
diction or Justices or the Peace shall be
limited to causes in which the principal of
tne amount in controversy snail not exceed
tne sum or one nunared ana nrty dollars
In all causes tried by a Justice of the Peace
the rich t of ar Deal shall be secured, under
such rules and regulations as shall be pre-
scribed by law.

bee 24. lhe legislature shall, from time
to time, establish such other inferior Courts
as may be necessary, and abolish the same
whenever they shall deem It expedient

bee. 23. i here shall be an Attorney Gen
eral elected by the qualified electors of the
State, and a competent number of District
Attorneys shall be elected by the qualified
electors of tbe respective districts, whose
term of service shall be four years, and
whose duties and compensation shall be
nrescrlbed bv law.

bee. 20. Clerks, bherins, and other county
officers, for wilful neglect of duty or mis-
demeanor in office, shall be liable to pre-
sentment or indictment by Grand Jury, and
trial by Petit Jury, and upon conviction.
shall be removed from omce.

ARTICLE. VII.

FBAXCHISK.

Section. 1. All elections by the people shall
oe ny oaiiot.

sec. . All male inhabitants. of this Btate.
except idiots and insane persons, and Indians.
not taxed, citizens or the United states, or
naturalized, twenty-on- e years old and up--

i - l 1 : i i .i o . .wirua, vvuu obtq resiueu in mis cisie six
months, and in the county one month next pre-
ceding the day of election, at which said in-
habitant offers to vte, and who are duly reg
istered according lb the requirements of sec
tion three of this article, and who are not dis
qualified by reason of any crime, are declared
to be quail tied electors.

sec-3- . lhe Legislature shall provide, by
law! for the registration of all persons entitled
to ,m..i.uTc, .QU .upruucnuiieio regisier snai. , axe ana sunscrioe tne lot- -
lowing oath of affirmation : ' do
Bt T7iu uij onvsaa va a Ui fA a.uc fJ I CSCUVV VI
Almighty Uod, that 1 am twenty-on- e years
old; that I have resided in this State six
months, and in ......county
one month; that I will faithfully support and
obey the Constitution and laws of the United
states, ana or the state- - or Mississippi, and
will ' bear true faith and allegiance to the
same ; that I am not disfranchised in any of
the provisons or the acts Known as the recon-
struction acts of the 30th and 40th Congress,
and that I admit the political and civil equali-
ty of all men, so help me God;" Provided,
That if Congress shall, at any time, remove
the disabilities of any person disfranchised
in the said reconstruct ion acts of the said 30th
and 40th Congress, (and the Legislature of this
State shall concur therein,) then so much of
this oath, and so much only, as refers to the
said reconstruction acts, shall not be required
of such persens,so pardoned, to entitle him to
be registered.

See. 4. No person shall be eligible to any
office of profit or trust, or to any office in the
militia m this State, who is not a qualified
elector.

See. 5. No person shall be eligible to any
. .- momee oi prom or trust civil or military, in this

State, Who, as a mberof the. Legislature,
voted for the call of the Convention that pass- -
ed the Ordinance of Secession, or who, as a
delegate to any Convention, voted for or sign
ed any ordinance or secession, or wno gave
voluntary aid, . countenance, counsel or en
couragement to persona engaged in armed. . . .1 :i? T-"- .t. .1

0r attempted to exercise the functions of any
'office, civil or military, under say authority or

sentatives, in open session.
Sec. 24. Evarv bill which hna rmaMl hnth

Houses, shall be the Governor
.1 . . I

presented ........to of
i.ue oiaie. xi ne approves, ne shall sign it, but
it ae aoes not approve, he snail return it withhis objections, to the House in which it origi-
nated, who shall enter the objections at large
upon their journal, and proceed to reconsider
it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thir- ds

of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it
shall be sent, with the objections, to the other
House, by which, likewise, it shall be recon-
sidered, aad if approved by two-thir-ds of that
House, it shall become a law; but in mil each
eases thevotes of both Houses shall be deter
mined by yeas and nays, and names of the per
sons voting for or against the bilL shall be en
tered en the journal of each House respective-
ly, If any bill shall not he returned by the
uovernor within nve days (Sunday excepted)
after it has been presented to him, it shall be a
law in like manner as if he had signed it,
Unless the Legislature, by adjournment, pre-
vented its return, in which case it shall be a
law, unless sent back within three days after
its next meeting.

Sec. 25. Every order, resolution or vote.
which the concurrence of both Houses may be
necessary (except on questions of adjourn-
ment,) shall be presented to the Governor, and
before it shall take effect, be approved by him:
or, being disapproved, shall be repassed by
two-thir-ds of both Houses, according to the
rules of limitation prescribed in all cases of a
Dill.

See. 26. No money shall be drawn from the
treasury except on appropriation .made by
law.

Sec. 27. The House of Representatives shall
have the sole power of impeachment, but two- -
thirds of all the members present must concur
therein. All impeachments shall be tried by
the Senate, and when sitting lor that purpose,
the Senators shall be upon oath or affirmation
to do justice according to law and evidence.

Sec. 28. The Governor and all other civil
officers under this State, shall be liable to in:
peachment for treason, bribery, or any high
crime or misdemeanor in omce.

Sec. 29. When the Governor shall be tried
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall
preside, and no person shall be convicted with
out the concurrence or two-thir-ds or all the
Senators present.

Sec. 30. Judgment in such cases shall not
extend further than removal from office, and
disqualification to hold any office of honor,
trust, or profit under this State; but the party
convicted shall nevertheless be subject to in
dictment, trial, judgment, and punishment ac
cording to law.

Sec. 31. For reasonable cause, which shall
not be sufficient ground of impeachment, the
Governor shall, on the joint address of two-thir- ds

of each branch of the Legislature, re
move from office the Judges ot the tftipreme
and Inferior Courts; provided the cause or
causes of removal be spread on the journal.
and the party charged be notified of the same
before the vote is nnally taken ana decided,
and shall have an opportunity to be heard by
himself or counsel, or both.

See. 32. The style of the laws of the btate
shall be: "Be it enacted by the Legislature
of the State of Mississippi.

Sec. 83. The Legislature shall provide- for
the enumeration of the whole number of inhab
itants, and of the Qualified electors of the
State, once in every ten years ; and the first
enumeration shall be ordered at the first
meeting of the Legislature under this Consti
tution.

Sec. 34. The number of representatives
shall, at the several periods, of making such
enumeration, be apportioned among the sev-
eral counties, or districts, according to the
number of qualified electors in each, and shall
not be less than one hundred, nor more than
one hundred and twenty.

Sec. 33. The number of Senators shall, upon
each enumeration made, be apportioned ac-

cording to the number of qualified electors in
the several districts, and shall never be less
than one-fourt- h, nor more than one-thi- rd the
whole number of Representatives.

Sec. 36. The Senators on being convened
after the first election, shall be divided by lot
from their respective Congressional Districts
into two classes, as nearly equal as can be,
and the seats of the first class shall be vacated
at the expiration of the second year.

Sec. 37. The Legislature shall provide for
the organization of new counties, locating
county seats and changing county lines ; but
no county shall be organized, nor the lines of
any county changed so as to laciuue aa area
of less than four hundred, nor more than six
hundred and twenty-fiv- e square miles.

Sec. 38. No Senator or Representative, du-
ring the terra for which he was elected, shall
be appointed to any office of profit under this
State, which shall have been created, or the
emoluments of which have been increased
during the time such Senator or Representa-
tive was in offices,exceptt such offices as may
be filled by an election of the people.

Sec. 39. The Legislature shall provide by
law for determining contested elections.

ARTICLE V.

EXECUTIVE.

Section 1. The chief executive power of the
State shall be vested in a Governor, who shall
hold his office for four years.

Sec. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the
qualified electors of the State. The returns of
every election for Governor shall be sealed up
and transmitted to the seat of Government,
directed to the Secretary of State, who shall
deliver them to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives at the next ensuing session of
the Legislature, during the first week of which
session the said Speaker shall open and pub-
lish in presence of both Houses of the Legisla-
ture. The person having the highest number
of votes shall be Governor; but if two or more
shall be equal and highest in votes then one of
them shall be chosen Governor by the joint
ballot of both Hon ses of the Legislat u re. Con-

tested elections for Governor shall be deter-
mined by both Houses of the Legislature in
such manner as shall be prescribed by law.

Sec. 3. The Governor shall be at least thirty
years of age, and shall have been a citizen of
the United States twenty years, and shall have
resided in this State two years next proceed-
ing the day of his election.

Sec. 4. He shall receive for his services such
compensation as shall be provided by law.

Sec. 6. He shall be Commander-in-Chi-ef of
the Army and Navy of the State, and of the
Militia, except when they shall be called into
the service or the United States.

See. 6. He may require information, in wri-
ting, from the officers in the Executive Depart-
ment, on any subject relating to the duues of
their respective offices.

Sec. 7. He may, in cases of emergency, con-
vene the Legislature at the seat of Government
or at a different place, if that shall have become
dangerous from an enemy, or from disease ;
and in case of disagreement between the two
Houses with respect to time of adjournment,
adjourn them to such tinre as he shall think
proper, not beyond the day of the next stated
meeting of the Legislature.

Sec. 8. He shall, from time to time, give the
Legislature information ef the state ef the
Government, aad recommend to their consid
eration such measures as he may deem neces
sary aad expedient.

Sec. 9. It shall be his duty to see that the
laws are faithfully executed.

See. 10. In all criminal and penal cases,
except in those ef treason and impeachment,
he shall have power to grant reprieves and
pardona, and rsmit fines, and in cassi ef

armai service, or ry leave of the court, for
misdemeanor in office; Provided, That the
legislature in cases of petit larceny, assault,
assault and battery, affray, jiot, unlawful as-
sembly, drunkenness, vazranev, and other
misdemeanors of like character, may dispense
with an inquest of a Grand Jury, and may au-
thorize prosecutions before justices of the
peace, or such other inferior court or courts as
may be established by the legislature, and the
wiwwujujjin sucn cases shau De regulated
by law.

Sec. 32. The enumeration of rights in this
Constitution shall not be construed to deny or
impair others retained by, and inherent in the

ARTICLE II.
BoCNDAKIES OF TBI STATE.

The limits and boundaries of the State of
Mississippi shall remain as now established
by law.

ARTICLE III.
rusTaiBCTioir or powtas.

Section 1. The powers or government of the
State of Mississippi shall be divided into three
uiminci uepartmenis, ana eacti oi mem conn
ded to a separate body of magistracy, to--

Those which are Legislative to one; those
which are Judicial to another; and those
which are Executive to another.

Sec. 2. No person or collection of persons
being of one of these departments, shall exer- -
cise any power properly belonging to either of
me others except lu the instances hereinafter
expressly directed or permitted.

. ARTICLE III.
LEGISLATIVE DEPAKf MEVT.

Section 1. The Legislative Dower of this
State shall be vested in the Legislature, which
shall consist of a Senate and House of Repre
sentatives.

Sec. 2. The House of Representatives shall
consist of members to be chosen every second
year by the qualified electors of the several
counties.

See. 3. ffo person shall be a member of the
House of Representatives who shall not be an
elector under this Constitution; and who shall
not, at the time of his election, have an actnal
residence in the district he may be chosen to
represent.

Sec. 4. The Senate shall consist of members
to be chosen every four years by the Qualified
electors of the several districts.

Sec. 5. No person shall be a Senator who
shall not have attained the age of twenty-fiv- e
years, who shall not have been an inhabitant
of the State one year, and who shall not have
in actual resilience-l- me uistnci ue may ue
chosen to represent.

sec. o. l he political year shall begin the
first Monday or January, and the Legislature
shall meet annually on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday in January, at the seat of
government, nnless sooner convened by the
Governor, until altered by law.

See. 7. All general elections shall be by
ballot, and shall commence and be holden ev-

ery two years, on-t- he first Tuesday after the
first Monday in November, until altered by
law ; and the electors, in all cases except in
cases of treason, felony, and breach of the
peace, shall be privileged from arrest during
their attendance on elections, and in going to
and returning therefrom.

Sec. 8. Election for members of the Legisla-
ture shall be held in the several counties and
districts as shall be provided by law.

Sec. 9. The Governor shall issue writs of
election to fill such vacancies as may occur in
either ilotyie of the Legislature, and the per-
sons thereupon chosen shall hold their seats
for the unexpired term.

Sec 10. ach house shall appoint its own
officers, and shall judge of the qualifications,
returns and eleetion of its own members.

Sec. 11. The Senate shall choose a President
pro tempore, to act in the absence or disability
of the Lieutenant Governor.

Sec. 12. A majority of each house shall con-
stitute a quorum to do business ; but a less
number may adjourn from day to day, and
compel the attendance of absent members, in
such manner and under such penalties as each
house shall provide.

Sec. 13. Neither house shall, without the
consent of the other, adjourn for more than
three days, nor to any other place than that in
which the two houses shall be sitting.

Sec. 14. Each house may determine rules of
its own proceedings, punish ita members for
disorderly behavior; and with the concurrence
of two-thir- ds of the members present, expel a
member but no member shall be expelled a
second time for the same offense. They shall
each, from time to time, publish a journal of
the proceedings, except such parts as may, in
their opinion, require secrecy, and the yeas
and nays on any question shall be entered on
the journal at the request of one-ten- th of the
members present ; Provided, That the yeas and
nays shall always beentered on the journal on
the passage of a bill appropriating money.

Sec. 15." The doors of each house, when in
session, or in committee of the whole, shall be
kept open, except in eases winch may require
secrecy; and each house may punish by fine
and imprisonment any person not a member,
who shall be guilty of disrespect to the House,
by any disorderly or contemptuous behavior
in their presence or ia any way disturb, their
deliberations during the session; but such
imprisonment shall not extend beyond the final
adjournment of that session.

Sec. 16. No person liable for public moneys
unaccounted for shall be eligible to a scat in
either House of the Legislature, or to any office
of profit or trust until he shall have accounted
for and paid over all sums for which he may
have been liable.

Sec. 17. No person shall be eligible to any
office of profit ovtrust, nor shall be be permit-
ted to exercise the right of suffrage within this
State, who shall have been convicted of bribe-
ry, perjury or other infamous crimes.
. Sec. IS. Any person who shall have been
convicted of giving or offering directly or in-
directly, any bribe to procure his election or
appointment, and any person who shall give or
offer any bribe to procure the election or ap-
pointment of any person to office shall on con-
viction thereof be disqualified from being an
elector, or holding any office of profit or trust
under the laws of this State.

Sec. 19. Senators and Representatives shall
in all cases, except treason, felony or breach
of the peace, be privileged from arrest daring
the session of the Legislature, and for fifteen
days before the commencement and after the
termination of each session.

Sec. 20. The members of the Legislature
shall severally receive from the public treasu-
ry compensation for their services, which may
be increased or diminished ; but no alteration
of such compensation of members shall take
effect during the session at which it is made.

See. 21. The Legislature shall direct by law
in what courts and in what manner suits may
be brought against the State.

See. 22. The Legislature shall not have pow-

er to pass any bill of divorce ; but may pre-
scribe by law the manner in which cases snail
be investigated ia the courts of justice, and
divorces granted. .

Sec. 23. Bills may originate in either House,
and be amended or rejected in the other; and
every bill shall be read on three different days,
in each house, unless two-thir-ds of the house
where the same is pending, shall dispense with
the rules ; and every bill having passed both
Houses, shall be signed by the President of the

or inimical thereto, except all persons who
aided reconstruction by voting for this Con-
vention, or who have continuously advocated
the assembling 6t this Convention and shall
continuously and in good faith advocate the
acts of the same, but (he Legislature may re
move such disability ; Provided that nothing
in this section except voting ftr or signing th?
ordinance of secession shall be so construed
as to exclude from office the private soldier of
uie late so-ca- tonieaerate states army.

Sec. 6. In time of war, insurrection or re-
bellion, the right to vote at such place, and ia
such manner as shall be prescribed by law,
shall be enjoyed by all persons otherwise en-
titled thereto, who may be in the actual mili-
tary or naval service of the United States;
Provided said votes be made to apply ia the
county oY precinct wherein they reside.

ARTICLE VIII.

scnooi. ruiips, education axdbciesck.
Section 1. As the stabilitv of a Rnnhliean

form of government depends mainly upon the
I intelligence and virtue of the people, shall
I w to on ty oi the legislature to enoouraee by
I .11 n. . ,, . tmn uii means i ne promotion oi intellectual, v

scientific, moral and agricultural improve-
ment, by establishing a uniform system of free
pub'ic schools, bv taxation or otherwise, for
all children between the ages oftS) five and (21)
twenty-on- e years, and shall, as soon as practic-
able, establish schools of higher grade.

sec. t. tnere shall be a superintendent or
Public Education elected at the same time and
in the same manner as the Governor, who shali
have the qualification of the Secretary of
Sute', and hold his office for four years, and
until his successor shall be elected and oualil
fied. whose duties shall be the reneral super
vision of the common schools and the educa-
tional interests of the State, and who shall
perform such other duties pertaiuine to his
office, and receive such compensation as shall
be prescribed by law; he shall report to the
Legislature, for its adoption, within twenty
nays after the opening of iu first session under!,..' f V . .. r .vunjuvuimn, uuuuiuhybcui v irxv
public schools.

bee. 3. There shall he a Board of Education.
consisting of the Secretary of State, the At--
tornev General and Superintendent of Publio
jjucauon, ror the management,' and invest-
ment of the school funds, under the general
direction of the Legislature, and to perform
such other duties as may be prescribedby law.
The Superintendent and one other of said
board shall constitute a quorum.

Sec. 4. There shall ba a Hiinarinmln nt
Public Education, in each count v. who ahall
be appointed bv the Board of Education, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate:
whose term of office shall be two veara. and
whose compensation and duties shall be pres-
cribed by law; Provided, that the Legislature
shall have power to make said office or County
School Superintendent of t he aevaral MmiiM
elective, as other county officers are.

sec. . A public school or school h.ll l,a
maintained in each school district t lifour months in each year. Any school districtneglecting to maintain such school or schools
shall be deprived for that year of ita propor-
tion of the income of the free school fund an.l
of all funds arising from taxes for the support
of schools.

Sec. 6. There shall be established a Common
School Fund which shall consist of the pro-
ceeds of the lands now belonging to the State,
heretofore granted bv the United Stat en. . and
of the lands known as "swampland." eicertthe swamp lands lying and situated on Pearl
river, in the counties of Hancock, Marion,
Lawrence, Simpson and Coniah. and of all
lands now or hereafter vested in the Sit bv
escheat or purchase, or forfeiture for taxes,
and the clear proceeds of all fines collected in
the several counties, for any breach of thepenal laws, and all moneys received for licensegranted under the general laws of the State
tor the sale of intoxicating liouor. or krimrof dram shops ; all moneya paid as an equiva-
lent for persons exempt from military duty,
and the funds arising from the consolidation
of the Congressional township funds, and the
lands belonging thereto.together with all mon-
eys donated to the Sute for school purposes,
which funds shall be securely invpt.l in
United States Bonds, and remain a ncmntnil
fund, which may be increased but not dimin-
ished, the interest of which shall ba invinlahl
appropriated for the support of free schools.

Sec. 7. The Legislature may levy a poll taxnot to exceed two dollars a bead in aid of the
school fund, and for no other purpose.

sec. o. The Legislature shall, aa anna aa
practicable, provide for the establishment - of

n Agricultural Collcire or Colleges, and shall
appropriate the two hundred and ten thousand
acres of land donated to he State for the sup-
port of such a College by the act of Congress
passed July 2d, A. I). 1805; or the money or
scrip, as the ease may be. arising from the sala
of said lands or any lands which may here-
after be granted, or appropriated for such
purpose.

sec. 'J. 00 religious sect or sects ah all ever
control any part of the school or university
funds of this State.

See. 10. Tbe Legislature shall, from time, to
time as may be necessary, nroviils for ihm lwand collection of such other taxes as may be R-
equired to properly support the system of free
schools herein adopted, and all school fund
shall be divided pro rata among the children of
school age.

ARTICLE IX.
MILITIA.

Sectionl. All able bodied male eititpn.of
this State, between the ages of eighteen (IK)
and forty-fiv- e (45) years, shall be liable to mili-
tary duty in the militia of this State, in mirh
manner as the Legislature shall provide, not
incompatible w th this CnimtiirV.n .n,l h
Constitution and laws of the United States,

Sec. ST. The Legislature shall provide 1for
the organizing, arming, equipping, and discip
line oi tne minus, ana ror paying the same
when called into active service.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the first Legis-
lature to make such laws as shall be necessary
to immediately create an effective militia in
this State.

Sec. 4. All officers of militia, except non-
commissioned officers, shall be appointed by
the Governor, by and with the consent t f tbe
Senate, and shall be chosen for their military
knowledge, their experience in arms, and their
fidelity and loyalty ; and no commissioned Of-
ficer shall be removed from office except by the
Senate, on recommendation of tbe Governor,
statipg the grounds on which such removal is
recommended or by the decision of a eourt
martial, pursuant to law. or at his own re
quest, s

Sec. 5. Tnit Governor shall be Commander-in-Chi- ef

of the militia, except when it ia call
ed into the service of the United States, and
shall have power to call forth the militia to
execute the laws, repel invasion, and to sup-
press riots and insurrections.

See. 6. The Governor shall nominate, and
bv and with the consent of the Senate, mm- -
mission one Maior-Gener- al for tbe State, who
shall be a citiien thereof ; and also, one Briga- -
dier General for each Congressional District.
wbo hall nMent of the ailltrjct fo;
which he shall be appointed, and each district
shall constitute a Militia Division.

Sec. 7. The Adjutant General, and otherstaff officers to the Commander-in-Chie- f, shall
be appointed by the Governor, and their ap--
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CONSTITUTION
or THE

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI.
Adopted by Convention May 15, 18;S.

PREAMBLE.

To the end llial Justice be established, public
order maiutaiued, na noerty perpetuated,
wo i he people of the State of Mississippi,
.mteful to Aluiiichty God for the free exer
cise of the right to choose our own form of
UuTtrnuicnt, do wrilain mis

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE I.

BILL Or ElOUTS.

Section 1. AH persons resident in this State,
citizens of the United Slates, are hereby de-

clared citizens of of the State of Mississippi.
Sc 2 No uersoa shall be deprived of life.

liberty or property, except by due process of
III w.

Sec. 3. The privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in
ca.ie of rebellion or invasion, the public safety
my require it!

Sec. 4. The freedom of speech and of the
press shall be held sacred and in all indict-
ments for libel the jury shall determine the
law and the facts under the direction of the
court.

Sec. 5. o person's life or liberty shall be
twice placed in jeopardy for the same offense.

S?e.6. The right of the people peaceably to
assemble tnd petition the government on any
subject, shall never be impaired.

Sec. In all criminal prosecutions the ac-

cused shall have a right to be heard by himself,
or counsel, or both, to demand the nature and
cause of the accusation; to be confronted by
the witnesses against htm, to have a compulso-
ry process for obtaining witnesses in his favor
ana la all prosecutions by indictment or infor-
mation, a speedy and public trial by an impart-
ial jury of the county where the offence was
committed; and he shall not be compelled to
give evidence against himself. .

Sec. 8. Cruel or unusual punishment shall
not be inflicted, nor shall excessive lines be
imposed ; excessive bail shall not be required,
and all person shall, before conviction, be
bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capi-
tal offences, when the proof is evident, or pre-
sumption great.

Sec. 'J. No ex post facto law, or laws impair-
ing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be
passed.

Sec. 10. Private property shall not be taken
fur public use, except upon due compensation
first being made to the owner, or owners there-
of in a manner to be provided for by law.

Sec. 11. There shall be no imprisonment for
debt.

Sec. Xi. The right of trial by jury shall re-
main inviolate.

Sec. 13. No property qualification shall ever
be required of any person to become a juror.

Sec. 14. The people shall be secure in their
persons, houses and possessions, from unreas-
onable seiiure, or search, and no warrant
shall be issued without probable cause support-
ed by oath or affirmation specially designating
the place to be searched, and the person of
thing to be seized.

Sec. 15. All persons shall have a right to
keep and bear arum for their defence.

Sec. l'i. The rights of married women shall
be protected by law, in property owned previ-
ous to marriage ; and, also, in all property
acquired in good faith by purchase, gift-- , de-
vise or bequest, after marriage ; Provided,
That nothing herein contained shall be so
construed as to protect said property from be-i- n?

applied to the payment of their lawful
debts.

See. 17. No property qualification for eligi-
bility to office shall ever DC required.

Sec. 18. No property or educational qualifi-
cation shall ever be required for any person
to become an elector.

Sec. l'i. There shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude in this State, otherwise
than in the punishment of crime, whereof the
party shall nave been duly convicted.

Sec. 2 The right to withdraw from, the
Federal Union on account of any real or sup-
posed grievances shall never be assumed by
this State, nor shall any law be passed in de-
rogation of the paramount allegiance of the
citizens of this State to the Government of
the United States.

Sec. JJ1. No public money or moneys shall be
appropriated for any charitableor other public
institutions in this State making any distinct-
ion among the citizens thereof; Provided,
That nothing herein contained, shall be so
construed as to prevent the Legislature from
appropriating the school fund in accordance
with the article in this Constitution relating
to public schools.

Sec. No distinction- - shall ever be made
by law between citixena and alien friends in
reference to the possession, enjoyment or
decent of property.

Sec. 'i. No religious test as a qualification
for office shall ever be required and no prefer-
ence shall ever be given by law, to any
religious sect or mrde of worship, but the free
enjoyment of all religious sentiments, and the
different modes of worship shall ever be held
sacred ; Provided, The rights hereby secured
shall not be construed to justify acts of licent-
iousness injurious to morals or dangerous to
the peace and safety of the State.

Sec. 24. The right of all citizens to travel up-
on all public conveyances shall not be infringed
upon, nor in any manner abridged in this
State.

Sec. 25. The military shall be in strict subor-
dination to the civil power.

Sec. "2J. Treason against the State Bhall
consist only in levying war against the same
or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid
and comfort. No person shall bo convicted of
treason, unless on the testimony of two wit-
nesses to the same overt act, or on confession
in open court.

Sec. 27. No person's life shall be perilled by
the practice of duelling, and any person who
shall hereafter fight a duel, or assist in the
same as second, or send, accept, or knowingly
earry a challenge therefor, or, go out of the
State to fight a duel, shall be disqualified from
holding any office under this Constitution, and
shall forever be disfranchised in this State.

See. 28. All courts shall be open and every
person, for an injury done him in his lands,
goods, person or reputation, shall have remedy
by due course of law, and right, and justice
administered without sale, denial, or delay.

sec. 20. No person shall ever be elected or
appointed to any office in this State, for life, or
during good behavior, but the term of all offi-
ces shall be for some specified period.

Sec. 30. No person shall be debarred from
prosecuting or defending any civil cause for
r against him, or herself, before any tribunal

in this State, by him or herself, or counsel or
loth.

Sec. 31. No person shall for any indictable
ffen.ee be iroceeded inst criminally by

or on a joint vote of both Houses, he shall give
me casting vote.

sec. jo. jie shall receive ror
such compensation as may be provided by
taw.

Sec. 17. When the office of Governor shall
become vacant by death or otherwise, the
Lieutenant Governor shall possess the powers
and discharge the duties ( said office, and
receive the same compensation as the Governor
during the remainder ot tie said term. VY hen
the uovernor shall be absent from the State,
or unable from protracted illness, to perform
the duties of his office, the Lieutenant Govern
or shall discharge the duties of said office, and
receive said compensation until the Governor
be able to resume his dut.es, but if irom disa
bility or otherwise, the Lieutenant Governor
shall be incapable of performing said duties,
or if he be absent from the State, the President
or the senate pro tempore shall actin his stead.
but if there be no such President, or if he be
disqualified by like disability, be absentn . , ., . . ' or...
irom tne state, then the sneaker or tlie House
of Representatives shall assume the office of

the same compensation as the Governor, and
in case of the inability of he foreeoine officers
to discharge the duties of Governor, the Secre-
tary of State shall convene the Senate to elect
a President pro tempore.

- Sec. 1H. In case the election for Lieutenant
Governor shall be contested, it shall be decided
in the same manner as that of the Governor.

. .o ..it,. i i,oec. tj. ioe secretary oi state snau oe
elected by the qualified electors of the State :

shall be at least twenty-fiv- e years of age and
a citizen of the State one year next preceding
the day or his election, ami shall continue in
office during the term of four years ; he shall
keep a correct register of all the official acts
and proceedings of the Governor: and shall
when required, lay the same and all papers,
minutes and vouchers relative thereto, before
the Legislature, and shall perform such other
duties as may be required by law.

see. ai. a state treasurer and Auditor of
Public Accounts, shall be elected by the qual-
ified electors of the State, who shall hold their
offices for the term of four years, unless sooner
removed, and shall possess the same qualifica
tions as the secretary or state; and, together
with the last named, shall receive such com
pensation as may be provided by law.

Sec. 21. A Sheriff. Coroner. Treasurer. As
sessor and Surveyor, shall be elected in each
county by 4he qualified electors thereof, who
shall hold their offices for two years unless
sooner removed.

Sec. 22. All officers named in this article
shall hold ther offices during the term for
which they were elected, unless removed by
impeachment or otherwise; and until their
successors shall be duly qualified to enter on
the discharge of their separate duties.

ARTICLE VI.
41'DICIAKT.

Sectionl. TlieJudial power of the State shall
be vested in a Supreme Court, and such other
courts ot law and equity as are hereafter pro-
vided for in this Constitution.

Sec. 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of
three Judges, who shall be appointed by the
Governor, by and with the advice and
consent of t( e Senate, any two of whom.
when convened, shall form a quorum. The
Legislature shall divide the State into three
Districts ; and the Governor, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall
appoint one Jud ge for each District.

Sec 3. The orhce of one of said Judges
shall be vacated in three years; one in six
years, and one in nine years,' so that at the
expiration of every three years, one of said
Juijres shall be appointed as aforesaid. The
term ot ofhee of the Judges of the Supreme
Court shall be nine years.

bee. 4. 'lue Supreme Court shall have no
urisdiction but such as properly belongs

to a Supreme Court.
Sec. 5. Ail vacancies which may occur in

said Court, from death, resignation, or re-
moval, shall be filled by appointment, as
aforesaid: provided, however, that if a
vacancy shall occur during the recess of the
Legislature, the Governor shall appoint a
successor, who shall hold his office until the
next meeting of the Legislature.

Sec. 6. .No person shall be eligible to tbe
office or Judge of the Supreme Court who
shaU not have attained the age of thirty
years at the time ot his appointment, ana
who shall not have Been for two years im
mediately preceding, a citizen of the State.

Sec. 7. The Supreme Court ijhall be held
twice in each year, at tbe seat of Govern-
ment, at such times as the Legislature may
prescribe.

bee. s. immediately upon the nrst ap
pointment of Judges, as aforesaid, the
Governor, in the presence of, and with the
assistance of the President of the Senate
and Secretary of State, shall determine bv
lot, which of said Judges shall 6erve for the
term of three years, and which shall serve
ror the term ot nine years; and it shall be
the duty of the Governor to issue commis
sions accordingly.

Sec.'d. JNo Judge of said Court shall sit
on the trial of any cause where the parties
or either of them, shall bo connected with
him by affinity or consanguinity, or where
he may be interested in the same, except
by the consent of the- Judges and of the
parties, and whenever a quorum of said
Court are situated as aforesaid, the Governor
of the State shall, in such cases, especially
commission two or more men of law knowl-
edge, for the determination thereof.

bee. 10. Judges, or said (Jourt shall receive
for their services a compensation to be fixed
by law, which shall not be diminished du
ring; tueir continuance in omce.

Sec 11. lhe Judges or tne Circuit Court
shall be appointed by the Governor, with
the advice aad consent ot the Senate, and
shall hold their office for the term of six
years.

Sec. 12. o person shall be eligible to the
office of Judge of the Circuit Court, who
snail not, at tne time ot his appointment.
have attained the age of twenty -- six years

nd shall have been two years It citizen of
the State.


